Dear Public Service Commission, Division of Public Utilities, Office of Consumer Services, and Rocky
Mountain Power:

I would like to write a brief letter responding to the legal briefing and the Public Service Commission’s
recent “Order Re: Conclusions of Law on Statutory Interpretation in the Net Metering Docket.” 1
previously submitted a letter to the Public Service Commission on behalf of myself and 180 other
students at Rowland Hall. My fellow students, young citizens, and I continue to care about this issue and
are following the docket’s progress via the Public Service Commission’s website.

Rocky Mountain Power (RMP) wants to exclusively focus the net metering analysis on the direct,
quantifiable, financial impacts on the company and its ratepayers. This attempt to exclude the discussion
of the public benefits of net metering reflects the fact that RMP is a corporation — it is a regulated
monopoly, which means it has a guaranteed profit and no incentive to run more efficiently or to adopt
policies that will benefit anything or anyone other than its bottom line.

The Public Service Commission, however, does not have to put profits first. The Commission, as an
agent of the government, serves people, not paychecks. The people of Utah are not merely ratepayers, as
RMP posits — we are citizens. We are citizens who care about the well-being of the state as a whole,
beyond our monthly utility bills. We are citizens who want to have better air, better health, and a better
economy.

The benefits of supporting distributed solar are not “unlimited” or “chimerical” as the Division of Public
Utilities and the Office of Consumer Services suggest. The arguments that solar advocates present are
ones that are based in extensive and rigorous scientific and economic analysis. Nor are the advantages
unquantifiable; the costs of hospitalizations, missed workdays, lost private investment, and energy price
fluctuations have a direct, substantial, and measurable impact on our economy.

RMP’s intent to exclude every non-financial aspect of the net metering debate is grounded in the
assumption that doing so will make the Commission’s investigation more objective. However, this
presumption ignores the fact that even economic figures and data are inherently subjective, due to the
simplifying assumptions present in economic models, the multiplicity of perspectives on the relative
influence of different financial sectors, the uncertainty of predictions of future energy costs, and the
inherent complexity of the grid and the economy.

If evaluating net metering were a simple numbers game of “x” is greater than *“y,” then there would be
no need for the Commission to exist at all. The Utah Legislature has ordered this cost-benefit analysis
because there exist many ways that costs and benefits can be weighed. RMP’s demands will do nothing
to make this investigation more objective; it will only oversimplify the Commission’s analysis by
summarily dismissing huge swaths of relevant ground for debate, effectively skewing the playing field
(in a highly subjective manner) to the company’s benefit.

Refusing to take into account the environmental and health benefits of clean energy is not only illogical
and shortsighted but also morally irresponsible. It is a surprise to no one that the health of our state and
its citizens cannot be easily converted into numbers. The reason for that is not because the benefits of
net metering are insignificant or intangible, but because the beneficiaries are people, not merely assets. I,
along with the 108 other young people who signed this letter, urge the Commission to recognize the
humanity of RMP’s ratepayers and to realize that comfort, health, and general prosperity are not
valueless — they are priceless, and they must be accounted for.

Sincerely,

Claire Wang, age 16
claire.wangl6@gmail.com
Salt Lake City
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